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with the Church as it is; but if the public had any desire
to alter it, they might do as they pleased. He might have
said the same thing of the monarchy or of any other of
our institutions, and there is in the declaration a per-
missiveness and good humour which in public men has
seldom been exceeded....

'But if the truth must be told, our Viscount is some-
what of an impostor. Everything about him seems to be-
token careless desolation $ anyone would suppose from
his manner that he was playing at chuckfarthing with
human happiness $ that he was always at the heel of
pastime^ that he would giggle away the Great Charter
and decide by the method of teetotum whether my
Lords the Bishops should or should not retain their seats
in the House of Lords. All this is the mere vanity of
making us believe that he can play with kingdoms as
other men can with ninepins. Instead of this lofty nebula,
this miracle of moral and intellectual felicities, he is
nothing more than a sensible honest man, who means to
do his duty to the Sovereign and the Country; instead of
being the ignorant man he pretends to be, before he
meets the deputation of Tallow Chandlers in the morn-
ing, he sits up half the night talking with Thomas
Young about melting and skimming and then, though
he has acquired knowledge enough to work off a whole
vat of prime Leicester tallow, he pretends next morning
not to know the difference between a dip and a mould.
In the same way, when he has been employed in reading
Acts of Parliament, he would persuade you that he has
been reading Cleghorn on the Beatitudes, or Pickler on
the Nine Different Points. Neither can I allow to this
Minister (however he may be irritated by the denial)
the extreme merit of his indifference to the consequences
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